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We Claim: 



1 . A method of ablating and/or coagulating tissue,y 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing an ablation device including an electrode array 
carried by an elongate tubular member, the electrode array including 
a fluid permeable elastic member having insulating regions and 
conductive regions thereon; 

(b) positioning the electrode array inySontact with tissue to be 
ablated; 

(c) delivering RF energy tbr^/gl/the array to the tissue to 
cause the tissue to dehydrate; an/ 

(d) permitting moisture gefo^rated during the dehydration of 
step (c) to pass into the qjecti^de c arryin g member and away from 
the tissue. 



2. The method^f claim 1 whpr^in the fluid permeable 
elastic member includes/metallized 



3. The metfhod oAcJ 
and wherein step (b) further] 
an expanded condition. 




/herein the array is expandable 
ludes the step of moving the array to 



4. "me method of claim 3 w^^rein the array is carried by a 
pair of elongate flexures and wherein the step of moving the array to 
the expanded condition includes the step of expanding the flexures. 
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The method ofxclaim 4 wherein each flexure includes at 
lefest one opening and wherein st^p^(cl) includes allowing at least a 
portion of the moisture to pcss through the openings in the flexures. 

6. The method of /claim 1 vvh,erein step (d) includes 
permitting at least a portior/ of the moisture to pass from the array 
into the tubular member. 



7. The methocyof claim 3vyherein step (d) includes the 
step of applying suction/to draw the moisture through the tubular 
member. 



8. The method of claim 1 wherein the method furthj 
includes the step of 

(e) monitoring impedanc^usingAhe electrode^rray and 
automatically terminating the/flow of/current injothe tissue once 
impedance has approximately reachred a predetermined level. 



9. 



The method/of claim. 



rwljerein the method further 
includes the step of mealsurin^the approximate length and width of 
the organ and wherein step (c) includes theysteps of selecting an 



ablation power corres 
delivering the RF eperg\ 
power. 



ndijftg to the measured length and width and 



to 



the tissi 



10/The method o^ 
pair c^elongate flexures si 



^approximately the selected 



9 wj>^rein the array is carried by a 
wherein the step of measuring the 
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approximate width of the organ includes the step of expaneKng the 
flexures to an expanded condition and deriving the approximate 
width of the uterus from the relati\£0TTt\sitions of t\ye flexures in the 
expanded condition. 



1 1 . The method of claim $5 whereip stejar (c) further includes 

which 



selecting an ablation powe 
length times the measured width 



opoportional to the measured 



12. The method of clailn 2^/herein the metallized fabric includes 
yarns of elastic material apa yarns of inelastic material. 



13. The method oVc\a\ 
yarns of spandexyand nyldn 



1 2 whereirythe metallized fabric includes 



14. 



The rprethod of c\ai 



^/herein the array material has 
elasticity/fn a transverse direction and in a longitudinal direction and 
wherein the elasticity in the transverse direction is greater than the 
elasticity in the longitudinal direction. 



5. The method of claim l^itfcludlng the step of applying suction 
through the tubular member to d/aw the tissue into contact with the 
electrode array. 



16. An ablation and/or coagulatio 
energy to tissue for ablation, 1 




ratus for use in delivering 
at^fsgomprising: 
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an electrode array carried by an elongate member, the array 
including a fluid permeable elastic member having insulating and 
conductive regions thereon, the electrode array configured to permit 
moisture generated during ablation to pass actively and/or passively 
into the electrode array and away from underlying tissue; 

a source of radio frequency energy electrically coupled to the 
conductive regions of the array. 




/ 



The ablation and/or coagulation apparatus of claim 1 6 further 
including an elongate tube having at least one opening adjacent to 
the array and a vacuum sodrce fluidly coupled to the elongate tube. 

18. The apparatus of claim 16 wherein the fluid permeakjje<elastic 
member includes metallized fabric? 

19. The apparatus of claim 18 / vyfferein the^rfietallized fabric includes 
yarns of elastic material an/ yarnsf of > Ul£lastic material. 



20. The apparatus of yclaira^l^-^kQf ein the metallized fabric 
includes yarns of spanc^px and nylon. 



21 . The apparatus o 



transverse direction and in a 
elasticity^in the transvirs 
the J^ngitudinal directic 



cladr 



m 16 wfef^ein the array has elasticity in a 
ituflinal direction and wherein the 
ion is greater than the elasticity in 



V 
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22. The apparatus of clain^^>^ereint^ array is 

carried by a deflecting mecbfanisi^i mpvgable between a retracted 
position and an expanded posit 




23. The ap[D#r3tus of <jlai/h 22j^rfTerein the deflecting mechanism 
includes^" sair of elongake#l6rtjres. 



24. The apparatus of claim 23 vyherein the flexures include at 
least one fluid openinc 

25. The apparatu/of claim 22 wherein the deflectina^iechanism 
includes electrically conductivey^gions electricallv^ef^upled to 
conductive regions of the electrq^earray. 



26. The apparatus of claim 23^vjme^in the flexures include 
electrically conductive regions el§£tricallyV£Oupled to conductive 
regions of the electrode qrray/ 

27. The apparatus offclaim 16 further comprising: 
width measurement means for measuring the approximate 

width of the orgfan. 

28. Therapparatus of craiirn 27,fdfther comprising: 
Length measuremen^rfieans for measuring the approximate 

lenam of the organ. 
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29. The apparatus of claim 27^fgnher c y 
determining an ablation power u^ncj^ 
width. 



rising means for 
measured approximate 



30. The apparatLjs^of claira 2^urtherco2ipnsing means for 
determining ap^blation povjrer using^tM^measured approximate 
width arjeflength. 



10 



15 



20 



25 




31. An ablation and/or coagulation apparatus for use in delivering 
energy to tissuevfor ablation, the apparatus comprising: 
an elongate member; 

a deployment mechanism carried by the elongate member, the 
deployment mechanism moveable between a retracted position and a 
plurality of laterally expanded positions; 

an electrode array carried by the deployment mechanism; 

a sheath slidably disposed over the electrode array; 

a handle coupled to the sheath and deployment mechanism, 
the handle moveablepetween an insertion position in which the 
sheath is disposed a\^er\the electrode array and the array is in an 
unexpanded condit/oni a'nd a deployment position in which the 
electrode array ext$nd$ frop* the distal end of the sheath and is in 
one of its expanded positions; 

limiting means f on selectively limiting lateral expansion of the 
deployment mechanism and for selectively limiting longitudinal 
extension of the array from the sheath; and 

a source of radio frequency energy electrically coupled to the 

array. 
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